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Stop-and-search
powers have been
long eriticised
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neof London's top palice
u chiafs has suggested the
controvarsial power of stop-
and-search should be restrictad to
officers wha have received specific
additional tralning in its use - ar
even abelished altogether,

The radical changas were
prapased by Commander Stephan
Allen, head of the Metropelitan
Police Diversity Directorate, ata
recent conferanca,

He told delegates that the four
millicn stop-and-searches carmed
Ut each year were seen Dy many as,
“the most visible and tangible abuse
of power by the agents of the state
visited on minonty communities.”

While acknowledging stop-and
search is a “fundamental toal”, he
=aid people on the receiving E'nd
often felt therewas “a vialation" -
and suggested that police officers
should undergs a training and
aceraditation procadure before
being given authorisation o use it.

"“We need ta think about
whether stop-and-search needs to
exist-at all, or rethink the way we
doit,” he concluded,

A spokesman for the
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THE END FOR STOP
AND SEARCH? TOP
COP SPEAKS OUT

Otticers (ACPO} conlirmad Cdr
Allen's proposal is currently being
considered along with other ideas
regarding stop-and-saarcn

Ray Powell. presidert.of the
Mational Black Police Assotiation,
told The Big isste he would
support the jdea of an
accreditation schemea “if there was
a proper consultation of 2l the
relavant badies invalved”

But he does not believe stap-
and-zearch powers shoyld ceasa to
exist, *If stop-and-search s Lisad
correctly, it is 3 ussful power for
the police. The main problem s
the dispropertionality of ethnic
minofities being stopped,” he said.

At the time of the Macpherzon
Repart an the Stephen Lawrence
case, black peaple wera five fimes
more likely ta be stopped than
whites. The [atest statistics are
gven more disturtvng, indicabing
that blacks are now aight times
miore likely 1o be stopped in
general, and: 27 limes mora lkely
to b stopped if inavehicle

"Stop-and-search should not be
abalished," said Max Edelstyn,
senior pohicy officer for criminal
justice at the Commuission Faoe
Racial Equality, "but the use of

| stop-and-search should be

monitored affectively by
supervising and senior officers,”
Edelstyn-said ki would nead to
sea more details of any
acoreditation schame befora
backing it. He added: "Training is
no easy answer |n itsalf, The police
Rave been trained in the past but
that hasn't really changed the way
stop-and-search s carried out.”
Milena Buyum, 2 co-ordinalor
for the Mational Assembly Against
Racism (NAAR), noted:
“Recommeandation 61, whichaims
to make police more accountable
in stop-and-search, has taken four
years 1o get 1o the point of baing
piloted, The priority should be
getting that fully implemented.”
Linder Recommendation 61
currently being piloted in 7 areas
af Britain — polica must filfout a

| torm evary time they stopand

sagrch someone. Thay must detail
the reason for the stog, the athnic
arigin of the person stopped as
they defing it and the outcome of
thesearch.

Abdi Yusuf and Michael-
Samuel Osei-Akato, 18, of
Stackwell, south London, and
members of the Youth Council in
Lambeth, are putting across thair
viewsan seof the power ina
palice training video.

Yusuf zaid of Cdr Allens
proposal; “As long as the person
frainz.in the area they're going 1o
wark in, | think it would defmitaly
be positive.

Ha concluded; “The police ane

really azgressive and sometimes
they humiliste peoplz. We wanl
paliceofficers to introduce more

| potiteness, mare understanding.”



