rebel

When did you first become
a rabel?

WhEn You grow Ui an environ-
ment.cf oppression and
QCCURATION, YOou |BST ODen Your
eves and find military (eeps, daily
curfews praventing you trem
gung wihersver you wani. Just
thinking g how 1o get ng of
that 1z an act of rebathon |
started doing prachical sctvism
during the first Intifada, when |
wids 15 or 16 years old, resisting
the cocupation like avarybody
alsa in my community

Who iz an inspiration

for you?

Locaily, | am mspirac-by the older
generation: those ald men and
women wha nevar give up. Gne
of my uncles is an amazing man
VWhenever he wanis 1o visit
somewhere, he never thinks
aboul military [Beps or curfaws
higt just goes for i, even it

ers s life, Globally, | love
the stories of Subocommandants

B

Healing oil

Tayseer Arbasi is a Palestinian farmer and
arganiser with the al-Zaytouna (Arabic for
‘Olive’) co-operative. It sells its organic, fair
trade olive oil through the UK not-forprofit
collective, Zaytoun, which organised a
speaking tour here to raise funds and

support in June,

Marcos and the Zapatisia
conmmatity, wwho marchad all the
way 1o hesiee Caty, rafusing to
ba cppressed

What are the goals and prin-
ciples of al-Zaytouna?

Firsthy, the pinciples are to work
1o develop the olive ol
secton, which

=l

1= the main source

of incama of 65 per cent-af tha
Falestinan community: The.goal
iz 10 raise the guality of tha ol 1o
rmeat global market standards
ard raka- it fair trade: it's cur
socal economy, This s not only

He spoke to Max Watson

the obiective of us as-an argan
sation, but #lsoot the farmars
thermsahies) S0 we-are trying to
rrplement the tarmers” vision

'."'.' HEE] L>|1h'r1r'.|: I'll_.v] he ‘t}l'r'.Hr.ur-
of thie conparatives in tha Wast
Bank and Gaza, because collec-
e work 15 the best method and
we are gthlaving a ravolution m
this sector

How will the cutting of
EU/US aid to Palestine affect
al-Zaytouna?

[army nora fehgous gy fam s
cammunist. | am not for Hamas

bt | racogmse demaor
way forward and they wearg
elecied dermocratically — we
should respect thes. not put-sanc
tions an Falestinans

fma e and US funding came
trorm polticsl agresments In Osle
Cautting o rmeans limiting
resaurces ang the gevelopment
provess — al-Zayvtouna has lost
furding for developmeant projacts
alrendy pecause o (hase sanc-
Tane.: || TFIEANS INCTRESING the
opprassion, because the cuts will
gQive Tise to poverly - creating a
riserabie life, in tact = and this
sitiation banafis the occuplers
DECause :'-er.-r-*"',- \.'.'l'-‘ﬁkl’-‘l‘l: aLr
stepdfastness

It's & Rrns

THAAN Es5ue, ihE
hurmaniaian md, 1 should e
caentpued, Why has democracy
produced this-level of extremism?
Ii's because-of the lzracl oppres
gion against the Falestingn
pegole. I vou want to finish
extremism, vou must finish the

QOIUR3Ton

What's your message to us?
My massage, as s farmer, 5 buy
Palastircan olreg ol — Baay 11,
promote it 1Tis tha fe of 3
naton concentrated in that oottle
Hwou help in salling i1, it means
that you are nelp:ng 1o Yind same
food for vulnersble tamilies, and
ik -for those kigs hving n
isolzted ghettos. Buy. the oil,
pramacta rt!

wiww.zaytaun.org
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