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J-:nlu. camp, since the rebuitding effon
following the wide scale destruchion in
2002, looks prety ocood The sturdy,
freshiy parmted buildings are a hig
imprivement on the rubble and dead
bodies that were |eft behind by the lsraeli
Army

O the way in, weeare checkad out by
armed Nighters who openly guard the
entrance Lo the camp: and we then walk
past children heghing as they shde dewn
a congrete slope on makeshift plastic
sledpes

My Watserr ds asvaviunt pditor of News from
Within,

EH Within

di became leader of the Jenin Al Agsa
E.Iﬂtr the Jenin refugee camp was
and many of his comrades were
d in that battle. He is now one of the
and notorious leaders of the armed
e. The support Zbeidi recently gave to Abu
.' I:h elminu campaign was seen as a rruml

an ':Hkiit, {and with still more important elections to
_gnmt}. the young militant holds an increasingly
position in the region.

 In return for visible political support, Zbeidi has recently

guaranteed more money from the Palestinian Authuri!_\-

~ (PA) for the families of fighters and ‘martyrs’, alter

- threatening to close down the PA buildings in Jenin. In
many ways, Zbeidi calls the shots in Jenin.

elow, we ask him about the conditions of the latest
casefire: his relationship with Abu Mazen: the internal
trugele within Fatah; the threat of Hamas in the
upcoming elections; his views on working with Israelis
{from Arna Mer-Khamis to Tali Fahima): international
'3 and whether the *Martyrs Brigade® will
resume deliberately targeting Isracli citizens if the peace

Zheidi savs that three vears on, i
sull a rew houses that neced reburlding.
and that the money donated for the
reconstroction didn’t cover the additional
cosis of the furniture iside the houses
(which can amount W as muoch as the
butldings themselves)

Iere dre

Zbaidi’s position in the camp
that of a leader. whether self-appointed
or noL. And as leader of the Jenin Al Agsa
Martyrs Brigade. the agreement o the
current ceasafve- there 15 m large part
refiant on s word: So what exactly are
the conditions of the current truce™

1= Clearly

“lsrae]l must stick (o the peace princess,
release the Palestmian political prisoners:
stay put of the Palestinian cities. stop
building the Wall: stop the assassinations

Calling the Shots in Jenin: an
Interview with 2achariah Zbeidi

and tmvasions: remove the checkpoinis
and ablow Palestinmns freedom of
movemeant,” he recires

Lbeidr 1s guick to point out, however,
“None of these demands have been mel
by Teruel, Not one of them,”

“We wish o have a Palestinian state, The
LS and the' EL made o promise to Ahy
Mazen: The world must keep that promise
and to put more pressure on Tsrael. Tsmel
must pay the political price that they
owe;

“As Palestinians, we did everything we
promused to do. [t's their trn 10 keep 10
their word. They wanted us to keep 1o g
ceasefire, and we did. We ware twld 1o
merge our security forees, and we did.



We were told we must have elections.
and we held elections. We were told to
merge the movermnents mside the FLO and
we also did that,.. Nothing else was
demanded from us. Bul what has [srael
done?”

“They are still creating settlements,
continving with their policies of

MNew President—New Era

Zbeidi once claimed that he would read
Arafat’s intentions and get his instructions
by watching his eye movements on TV
news broadcasts. What 1s his relationship
and commumcation with Aba Mazen like?

“In fact Abu Mazen's policies are much

Current indications so far are that Hamas
stands a very good chance in the local
and legislative elections coming up,
possibly threatening Fatah's long held
monopoly on power, and even threatening
Abu Mazen™s authonty. Zheidi dismizses
this threat, however, claiming that their
electoral strength is, “No big deal!”

“Fatah’s policies have brought Humas
into the democrane process. Even if they
win, they have been brought. into a progess
that they were always against. The
Palestinian people will get a chance to
vote, which 1s tiself a victory over
Hamas.”

If Hamas does not pose o real threat o
Abu Mazen, then what about the intermul
struggle within Fatah theat has escalated
since Arafat’s sudden demise? Many
volced their continued support for Aralul
stemmang from his refusal W accept the
wholly ungenerous ofter wm Camp David,
and drawing “Red Lines” that he would
MOt CIOSS TOT COMPIomise over

What if Mazen is pressured into
compromesing on these red lines—on the
Aght W return for refugess, for example

how much suppont could he expect from
Fatah Youth and the Martyes Brigndes?

“It's not an isswe, because he would not

"As Palestinians, we did everything we promised to do. It's
their turn to keep to their word. They wanted us to keep to
a ceasefire, and we did. We were told to merge our security
forces, and we did. We were told we must have elections,
and we held elections. [...] Nothing else was demanded from

do that, Abu Mazen sard in his election
program thar all the 1ssues of central
importance would beagreed by the people
themselves—hby avote in a referendum.
The Palestinian people will decide, not

us. But what has Israel done?"

assassinabions, annexations, building the
Wall. maintaining the checkpoints, and
not relepsing prisoners.”

What about the removal of sertlements
in Gaza? 1s this scen as same Kind of
victory; as lsrael makinge some kind of
concession?

“Until mow this has only been plaved out
in the media, but nothing has aciually
happened in realing”

So how long can the ceasefine lostif lsrael
meels these demands?

“Forever! We want peace but it depends
on lsrael, That question should be directed
at them.”

clearer. There 15 belter communication.
There is also more democracy under
Maren, You have to understand that Arafat
was a military man; Mazen is more of a
politician™

Boes thal mean things are better now
with Mazen as president”

“Tr's not as clear cut as that The
Palestinian-Palestinian policies and
relations are the same. But the Palestinian-
Israeli refationship 15 much better: Mazen
has negotiated 4 ceasefire and is
implementing a democratic program
Hamus., for example. while not a
democratic movement, have been forced
1o gocept the elections.”

just Muazen”

So far, so supportive, but when asked
about the strugele within Fatah, between
the younger, more militant genceation
and the current leaders, he forthrighily
states: “The older sencration should retire
and let the yvoung leaders take over. The
elections will resolve this issue: they will
determine the nutcome of this rension.”

But what of the 1ssue of compromising
with Israel over key issues? Afier the first
and then second Intifada, with a failed
Uslo process in between, many say that
the Palestinian people are completely
worn down by fighting pgainst
occapation, Is there récognition in Fatah
that Palestinians are exhavsted by the
Intifada and the continued occupation,
and are thus more willing to accept less
from Israel now than they would have
aceepted in the past!

Wit 0



“No it is not like this. Besides,
compromise has already been made., with
the ceasefire. Ii 15 true that the Palestinian
people bave been squeered but no one
will give wp or relinquish their
fundamental nghts, No one can assassinale
all of the people. We will still be a nation
and a people ™

What about the right ol return for

refugees? The Geneva Imitiative, for
exumple, talks about quotas of numbers

trial. and is now in solitary confinement,
despite an Israeli judge stating that she is
nod a threat to the Israeli public:

Zbeidi has happy memories of the theatre
project, and was, “Angry, sad and upset”
when he heard that Tali Fahima was
arrested and imprisoned in 2004 He talks
about Israehis and internationals building
relationships with Palestimians in the past,
but laments there are much fewer Israelis
working with Palestinians now: “There is

“The older generation should retire and let the young

leaders take over. The elections will resolve this issue; they

will determine the outcome of this tension”

who could huve the nght of return, and
those whe don’t could have full
compensation. 1 this o potential gesture
of compromise on behall of the
Padestmuns?

“There is o right for refugees W retum (o
their homds ofter war, This 15 the
Tundamental ssue and the law s clear on
ths.”

Zbewdy points out, as many proponents of
the right of return do, thot there are many
refugees who wouldn't want o come back:
“"How many non-Palestinian Arabs are
there in the US or the UK? They have the
right 1o go hack to their countries, and vel
they stay there, The right of teturm s o
rAght, bt how mamy actually want (o cone
hack is another issue. The most importun
thing 15 that ol of them have a right o oo
back: But less than 4 guarter would
petually want w retam”

Israelis and Internationals

Jenin Camp 15 the focus of Arna’s
Clidddren, an acclamed documentary about
atheatre project for the camp’s ¢hildren
which was set up hy Arna Mer-Khamis
{1930-19495), a political sctivist, sculptor,
winner of altemative peace prize and a
revolutionary tsrach-Jewish woman
Lbeidn’s parents initially hosted the projec
in their hoose before iU was destroved.
anid Zhiidn 1s Tarer deprctéd i the film as
he became a fighter after the theatre group
had folded and the Inutada was in full
swing, Then, last vear, Tali Falima was
arrested afler comming 1o visit the camp
atid raising funds to restart the theatre
priviect. She s st being held withon

1 Witin

now a weak relationship between us. Tali
Fahima tried to reestablish the theatre
project in the camp and raise money for
the people of Jenin. But the Shabak [lsraeli
secret police] doesn’t allow this to happen
Tali tried to reactivate the theatre, and
thev arrested her” (For more on Tali
Fahima, see N/W Vol XX No 6, Sepi
2004y

Zbeidi was asked 1o support resctivating
the project himself: “From our side, we
wish it 1o happen, But now, peace activists
are afraid 1o come o Jenin.”

What about other inlernationals, such as
the International Solidarity Movement
(I5M)? While Zbeidi expresses complete

balance the Zionist media strategy. To
show the world what is being done to
Palestinian people, and 10 organize as well
as the Zionist lobby”

Putting thi< conflict in a global conteat,
Zheids stresses that since the 1917 Balfour
declaration of the UK government at the
tme Palestine has been an “open. bleeding
wound. Palestinians blame the entire
history of occupation on the British... Bul
we don't have a problem with the British
people,” he adds reassuringly, His pistol
15 clearly marked MADE IN THE USA,
which 1 decide not wo comment on

Despite talk of working with intermitionals
and Israelis for peace. he maintains that
il the peace talks fuil, and another Tntifuda
erupts, then Israeli cavilians will continue
to be targeted by the Martyrs bripades:
“There will be a third, o fourth, a fifth
and o sixth Innfada if 1srael continues 1o
oceupy Palestine, 1F Israel attacks us, sy
contumes o target Pulestinian civilinns,
then Israeh covilins will also be targeted,”

“Palestinians do not have a militory o
even i state. Israel hos a state und an army,
which attacks our people. IF there i3 no
exception for Palesunian people there is
no-excepion for Israeh people™

On top of this he adds, “War is the last
choice for us. Just as we don’t Hke 1o be
killed, we don’t like to kill pthers, But
when all other doors are shut in your
face—there 18 no other choice butl war.
The world should recognize this”

“Fatah's policies have brought Hamas into the
democratic process. Even if they win, they have been

brought into a process that theg were always against.
The Palestinian people will get a chance to vote, which
is itself a victory over Hamas"

support torthem (they re “Perfect™ ) his
judgmient of their rasults sems 0 stem
from the fact that they've had several
people killed and wounded, rither than
their promotion of non-violent reésistance
he names Rache! Come. Tom Hurndall
Bryvan Avery and others. and also nimes
lain Hook, of the UNL who was kiffed by
Israch fire in November 2002 m Jenin

[he most important mle for intemationals

n the Palestiman stroggle 1 to “counter

Does - he think that argetng lsraeli
civilians has helped the Palestinman cause?

“Nothing helps a chusé by theuse of war,
The prablem i there is no other choice,
Isracl are using this choice agamst uy.
forcing us o choose war The suiendy
antacks by Csell sucnheme” Bighiers—Ihey
have no other chowce. This s thie st resort
for them, The Japanese kamikazes had no
other way to attack the gun ships ol the
L5, 5o they sacrificed themselves, They




“For each tower that was demolished in [the 9/1 1] attacks, a country was invaded—
Afghanistan and Iraqg got a tower each! But there wasn't even an investigation for
the destruction of Jenin camp”

hod e other choiee, ind swe learned a

lesson Trom them.”

Yo, Zhewdn puts things in o global
comiexl. comparing the destrudtion in
Palestine with the destruction of the World
Trade Cener in New York:
tower that was demobshed
attacks, a country wias mmvaded—
Adghimistan and Trag eota tower each!
But therg wasn't éven an investigation
Tor the destruction of Jemn cimp.”

"lroreach
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Owver 600 houses, he poants oul, were
demelished—many with seversl stones—
and vver 400 tanks ivaded ther city
“Imagine if the destruction in Jemin camp
happened in Tel Aviv al the hands of the
Pulestinuins... what would happen 10 us
n response

Lifeis To ugh

ot the durans I 1ihe tmerview, we're
Very aware ol the u_:._ rof peing T with
“The miost wanted man i the West ]hnk

When someone else in Jenin hears we
ewed Zbendi he tells me
even sayv hello to him in
the street for fear of an Tsraeli
How must ib feel,
from a personal point of view. o five your

have Just m

!'.';' is .'li.i.|1|.1 I

ahsassInal

lile comatantly under thregat”

A~ he is Peing asked this guestion, ane
ol Abeidi's comrdes 4 pussing lim fome
painkillers and a glass of water: “As vou

can see, it 2ives me a headache

Ihewdi's father was a fighter and so was
his Father belore hiom, At 13 he was Tirst
wonnded, and has since been shot |3

tmes wed @ grenade once exploded m his
tace, covering lum with highly visible,
blackened burns. He spemt most of hus
enage years weand out of proson G ot
ol seven yearsi. His house has been
demolished three nmes, meluding jn 20802
when his mither and sister were killed
in the destructiom. Three of his brothers
are in jail, including his youngest, 19-
vear-old

AL therry years old, Zbead: has a one
mionth-obd baby 2l and g ooe uod a hall
years-old boy, (he's “much mure beautiful
than me™). He savs he just wants his son
(o have o better life than lim, but i 1he
siteation continbes a5 1t 1=, he too will
hanse @ samidar e as he and his forelithers
Taive ad: 1 hope this contlict will end
before he grows up tw be aman. Life is
totigh hare: it's true.”
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